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discussion started, about the war in general and the position
of France in particular.
After politely asking my opinion of the happenings in
France, there was a round-table inquest and some of the
comments were as penetrating as any I have heard. 'Mais
voyez-vous, mon vieux,' (Now look here, old fellow), said
one of them, 'There's only one way to look at what's
happened over there. It's just that same class of people
that always fought against the 1789 revolution ; that never
accepted any change ; that have got in power with the help
of Prussian armies.'
'Mais non, alors ! Ah.no. The Nazis were too strong for
them, that's all. They didn't know what they were up
against.5
4 Ah oui, ouiy oui ! They didn't know, eh ! And you think
those hoary old generals ever wanted to win that war. They
only wanted to keep their own people quiet, that's all. That
dirty pig Petain cried afterwards that France didn't have
•enough men. And there were soldiers in all these Pacific
inlands, trained men—waiting to get over to the other side.
Not one of them called up.'
'But what do they get out of it, anyway ? The Boche'll
take all their money one way or another.5
'You see what5!! happen. Those people never lose, any-
way. French heavy industry'11 tie up with the Nazis. As
long as the war lasts they'll have a)l the orders they can
turn out, and a Gestapo to keep their workers quiet.5
And so the discussion continued with the stark realism
which one finds particularly among French workers. When
it turned on the situation in New Caledonia itself, I was
surprised to note the lack of bitterness felt towards those
that had declared for Vichy.
*Now you see here; it was difficult enough for those
people. They had their families in France, most of them.
They didn't care so much for politics but they weren't
prepared to be cut off from their people for years, maybe
for always. That Petain crowd held all the cards. It's
different for us Caledonians. Most of us have never seen

